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After the presentation of a uuuiber of petitions
»ho following Mils were introduced and laid on the
table, to be referred to committees hereafter:.

Til K JAMES HI V Ell AMi KANAWHA CANAL.

By Mr. Bohkma.n, (rep.) of W. Va..A bill to com¬

plete the water highway irom the James River to
the Oliio at the mouth ol the Kanawha.

A (JOVEKNMKNT BUILDING.

By Mr. Ingalls, (rep.) of Kan..A bill to con¬

struct a public building at Topeka, Kan.
GENERAL AMNESTY.

By Mr. Stvvknbon, (dem.) of Ky..A bill to re¬
move all political disabilities.

MOUAL SUASION IN CTAB.
By. Mr. Rohan, (rep.) of 111..A bill to aid in the

pxccution of the laws in the Territory ol Utah.
civil mams.

Mr. Sumner, (rep.) ol Mass., presented a petition
of 10,0c0 citizens asking the enactment of the Civil
bights bill presented by him.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AT HARPER'S PKRRY.
Mr. Davis, (deuL) of w. Va., oifercd a resolution

directing the Secretary ol War to communicate to
the Senate all the Information in bis possession In
reference to the government property at Harper's
berry and the sale thereof.

T11K LOAN OP 1868.
i Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, called up the hill
Introduced by mm yesterday lor the redemption ol
/the loan of 1868, which was reported at length in
the proceedings of yesterday, and it was passed
after the clause in the report of the Secretury of
the Treasury recommending lis passage had been
read.

CURRENCY CONTRACTION.
Mr. Hamilton, (dem.) or Md., presented the re-

koluttons of the Baltimore Board of Trade, asking a
return to specie payment and opposing any infla¬
tion of the currency.

MR. FKRRY'S FINANCIAL SCIIF.ME.
Mr. Fekiiy, (rep.) ol Mich., called up the resolu¬

tion Introduced by him on Monday, instructing tno
Finance Committee to report a bill providing a
remedy for the existing monetary derangement,
Mud addressed the Senate In luvor thereof. He
spoke lrom business experience uud a practical
standpoint rather than from any experimental
theory. Ho was ready to support any plan more
remedial, and believed it the duty ol all to con¬
tribute what of thought and observation could
throw light on a subjest so vital to all the people.
Free banking, open to all, would relieve the Dauk-
Ing system of special privileges and accord more
with the spirit ol the day. lie proposed that tho
currency be issued directly from the government
and made legal tender, as the greenbacks, instead
oi one-half, as now, through the agency ol' banks,
Willi the denial oi the lunctiou oi lawiul money.
This was a national discredit to so much ol the
currency. He proposed that tho substitution or
legal tenders for tue national currency be ed'ectml
without lesseniug the volume ol circulation, and
through the purcuasc of bonds held by the hanks,
or ol outstanding bonds. This would work the
payment ol $360,000,000 oi the public debt and save
lee annual outlay oi over $26,000,000 oi coiu inter¬
est.nearly enough to pay the one per cent re¬
quired by law 10 be paid annua:;, on the public
ucbt. Bankers may at first thought demur to true,
its inimical to public policy. He eouUl uuuer-
ainud liow tins might conflict with puoiic
convictions. having some stock himself
lu one of the banks. Private Interest
mould give way to public wcllarc. Freedom irom
federal tax auil other irksome provisions will com¬
pensate, and the lurther reflection will lead bank¬
ers to ciioose it with its freedom irom redemption
Mud otner exactions. lle argued m favor oi the
maximum circulation to be $800,000,000, being
$;.0,000,UX» more tuan that now; ol $400,000,000 oi
greenbacks and $800,000,000 01 national currency,
mid ail made lawiul money. Me owe it to the
honor ol a great nation to lully accredit Its is-oie
Mini stamp its monetary unit, the currency doliar,
with sovereign value, attested by the aggregate
wcalt ol the whole couutiy. Ability to pay, not
haste to pay. is the measure of value. He
proposed tiiut the currency be convertible
Into a 06-100 per cent currency bonds, ami
tnat tney be recouvcrtible into currency
ut the will o! the holder, thus securing localization
mid ciasiicy ol the curreuc,. borne advocate the
prohibition of interest being paid by the banks.
Prohibitory legislation is either evaded or not exe¬
cuted. Far better counterpoise it by employing
the stimulus of the evil to work its cure. The In¬
terest on these bonds will urrest the flow of cur¬
rency to the seaboard centres and hold It lor emer¬
gencies everywhere. For Immediate relief, he
thought, the $44,000,000 icserve should be used In
the purchase ol bonds and enough more Issued to
make up the maximum. Tl Is would pay for bonds
cuougn to save $26,000,000 of coin interest aunu-
ally, more tnan enough to pay the one per cent
yearly on the public debt. Then the redemption of
fractional currency in silver at intervals at the
convenience of the Treasury. The durability would
compensate lor Inconvenience. Can there be hesi¬
tation ? The gravity ot the situation demands
more than words; It challenges action. Over
1,000,000 men are thrown out 01 employment a: a
low average of wages: this l.ooo.ooo handed less is
$l,ooo,oou dully; prolonged for a year the count
swells to hundreds of millions and tells its icariul
story. The straits and suffering entailed ue'cd no
words to voice their distressing want.the waste
of energies the nution feels, though tried not by
personal pangs. Individual loss is no nattouul
gain. Whoever can dismiss action cannot escape
responsibility. It bears with It ail the cumulative
pleasure of dally demands ol relief. The appeal Is
to Congress: let us act.

in conclusion, iMr. Ferry asked that the resolu¬
tion be referred to the Committee ou Finance,
When appointed.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
Mr. Anthony, (rep.) 01 It. 1., moved that the

Senate proceed to the election 01 standing coui-
liiHtecs. Agreed to.
He also moved that the thirty-fourth rnle be

amended by adding a new committee alter that on
education and labor, to be known as the Com¬
mittee on Civil bervice and Retrenchment, and
iliat two members be added to tue committees
on lorcign relations, claims, and education and
labor. Adopted,
The Senate then elected standing committees as

follows :.
On Priril*ye* ami PbrHom.Mr. Morton, chairman;Messrs. Curpenter, bosun, Anthony, Alcorn, .Uiichcll,

Humiier, Hamilton (01 Mo.), ami sAulshury.
On I'ureign Helalimu.Mr. Cameron, chairman Messrs.

Morion, lianillian, Howe, Kroliughuyaen, Coukling,
As hur/., Stockton and McCreery.
On Pinanr*. Mr. Sherman, chairman: Messrs. Morrill

tot VL), Scott, Wright, Kerry oil Mich.), Kenton and May-
Wrd.
on Appropriation*.Mr. Morrill (of Me.), chairman;Messrs. --prwxue, Wtndom, West, Ames, Sargent. Allison,

Mtevcuson and Uavi*.
On Oummtrrf.Mr. Chandler, chairman; Messrs.

B,>en er, C'onahng, Buckingham, Bouiweli, Uordou and
jDcnnla.

01, Uanu/artur**.Mr. Robertson, chairman; Messrs.
Pprugue, (filbert, Kenton and Stockton.
on Ayrleultur*.Mr. Krelitwhuyacn, chairman ; Mesrrj.

floheri* ti, l.ewls Dennis and Gordon.
On Unitary Allan*. Mr. Loguti. chairman; Messrs.

Cameron, spencer, Clayton, Wadicigu, Kelly and Kan-
bom.
On Ifaral J/Talrt. Mr. Orai/in. chairman; Messrs. An¬

thony, Morrill ;ol Me.), Sargent, dsniovur, Stockton
Mud Norwood.
On i/ir JwliHary.yir. Edmonds, chairman; Mcasrs.

Conk Unit, Carpenter, KrelingliU) sen, Wright, Ttiurinmi
Mnd sieven«on.
on PuUOJfn** anrf rent Itond, Mr. I!nm-ev, chairman;pteasre. Hamlin, Kerry (ol Mich.i, Flanagan, Horsey,goiies. saulstiury, M. rriinan and Hamilton (ol Md.).
On rjWfc Lai,,i, Mr. nprague, chairman; Mc.tr*. Win-

amd^r ton*'1* ' flashy, Wadleigii, Bouiweli, Kelly
On fikrat* r.nmt claim*. Mr. Ihtirman, chairman;Messrs. Ferry (ol Conn.), Kenton. Rarard and Bogy.

«iVi" .. .f1 r. Buckingham, chairman; MessrsAllison, Ogleshy, Morrill, iol St.,, ingalis, Bogy andMecracry. *

On Pen*lmt-Mr. Pratt, chairman; Messrs. Kcrrv (of
U <0xaa)\n?Nor wood.'1'* ''.""*,n, Hamilton (of
On litiotuiiniiary claim*-Mr. Brownlow, chairman;Messrs. (filbert, Conover, John,ton ami (foidth wallv.
On (fainm. Mr. Scott, chairman; Messrs Pratt linre*

Mian, Wright, Mitchell, Bouiweli, Davis, Merrunon andKfoldthwalte.
on IAS P'triri of' fVumWa-Mr. Lewi. chairman;Alessra. Spencer, Uitchcock, itobaruon. Jones. Dursev

.¦u Johnston.
On Patent*.Mr. Perry (of Conn.), chairman MessrsfWindoin, Wadleigh, llnmillou ;oi Md.), and John.'

.ton.
Oa Pahtif. ItuiltHnf ami (1round*.Mr. Morrill (of Vt)

. halrinan; Messrs. Gilliert. Cameron, block ton and'
/< ooper.[ On T*rritori** Mr. Hoieman, chairman; Messrs.
[Hitchcock, Cragin, Clayton, Patterson, Cooper and
) McCreery.On Auilrivid*- Mr. Stewart, chairman; Mcasrs. Scott,Vest. Ramsey, HltehOoek, I ragm, Howe, Krelinghnyseii,lluinilton (oi Teias). Ransom ami Kelly.

On Miii** ami Mutiny. Mr. 11miiiInt. < hnlrman Messrs.
Chandler, Nargent, Crosier, Upton and .¦oldthwaito
On IIn ill lt,f Lain* iif ill* I ml' l Slat**.Mr. I'ntlk-

-llng. chairman, )l«dt¦ 'a; pi nirr, Nlowarl, Alcorn ami
JtansAin.
On MumNm uml Lalivi Mr. Flanagan, chaw limn;

¦pmi Pattrnon, nwtaiia, mmnrr, Morton, norJ >na
GordcS
Ou (till Service unit RHmrhmml- M t. Wrhfht, chairman ;

Mchhth Boiitwell, Klirnmtn, ilatuilii, Howe, Hamilton (ot
Maryland; and Mct'rcrry.
To Audit and Control Ike CunHngmt the/***' of thr Senate.

Mr. Carpenter, chairman; Mi-.wh. Jones ana Dennis.
On I'rinHi*it.Mr. Anthony, chairman; Messrs. Ilowa

and Kuulshury. .

o» On lA'irary.Mr. Howe, chairman; Meaara Allison
and Kdinunda
Uh t.ivrruttrH Utile. Mr. Bayard, chairman; Messrs.

Lewis and t'ooper. . . .

On Euruittd HM». Mr. Ames, chairman; and Mr. Clay¬
ton.
On Rmitltm of Ik' Rolen.Mr Kerry (ol Mich ), cnairman

Messrs. Uamilu and Merrimon.
On Ike Lntiete itf' the Mieri"ti<pi River.Mr. Alcorn, chair-

car-. Clayton, tcuurs, Crosier and Cooper.man; Messrs.
On Truunportutitm Ruatnn to Oir Srtunuhil.Mr. Wlndom,

chairuian: Messrs. Hhennan, Coultling, West, Uouover,
Mitehell, Norwood and Da via
THK J AM KM HIVKR AND KANAWHA CANAL BILL.
Mr. Boreman's bill to complete a wa'er highway

from tide water on the James Kiver to the Ohio
River directs the Secretary ol War to lay out, con¬
struct, enlarge and improve a water wa.v Irom tide
water on the JameB River, at Richmond, Va., to
the Ohio River, at the mouth o( the Kana-
wna River, in Went Virginia, bv way ot the
James River and Kanawna Canal, the James,
Jackson, Ureenhrier, New and Kauawha rivers by
canal Black water sluices or open river navigation
not less than 70 lcel wide and 7 oeep, with
locks not less than 130 feet long and 30 leet wide,
and with capacity tor vessels 01 at least .'80 tons
burden. 1 he .States of Virginia and West Virginia
arc to convey to the United states their in¬
terest in the property or franchise of any
coiporatlon having a claim to that continuous line
of water communication projected and in part

Virginia,completed by tbe state ol Virginia, aud the cost of
the work Is then to be defrayed by tbe issuance
and sate ol United States teu-flity lour and a liulf
percent Ponds to the amount of t8,oou,ioo. Pro¬
vision is also made for the purchase by the Secre¬
tary of War of tbe pilvate stock in the James
River and Kanawha Company at a price not ex¬
ceeding $23 per share, and also lor the appoint¬
ment of commissioners to equip, maintain aud
manage said water wav when completed, one each
to be appoiuted from the States ot Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky and West Virginia.
Mr. Mukton, (rep.) ot I ml., moved that the ere-

deniials%f Messrs. Plncbback aud McMillan, as
Senators irom Louisiana, now ou the President's
table, be referred to tne Committee on Privileges
and Elections; also that portion of the President's
Message relerring to the amendments to the con¬
stitution of the United States. Agreed to.
The senate at two o'clock, on motion of Mr.

Ramsky, went Into executive session.
Alter au executive session ol five minutes the

doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned
till Monday next.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Washington. Dec. 4, 1873.

REPEAL OP THE SALAKY HILL.
Mr. Hale, (rtp.) of Me., offered tue rollowiug

resolution :.
Resolved, That a select committee of seven be

appointed to take Into consideration the subject of
the repeal ol the Salary bill, so called, and that
said committee be instructed to report at the
earnest practicable day: and that all bills on the
subject be reierred to said committee.
Mr. Wood, (dem.) of N. Y., remarked that the

gentleman Iroin Maine had already proposed to
bring up this question with the morning hour, and
he hoped that the gentleman did not intend to
delay the repeal of the Salary bill by referriug It te
any committee whatever. (Loud laughter.)
Mr. Halk replied that the object of the resolution

wus certainly not to delay the matter.
Mr. Cox, (dem.) of N. Y., said he had the form of a

bill which was very sweeping in its character, and
which he wished to have reported by the com*
mittee.
Mr. Randall, (dem.) of Pa., remarked that the

gentleman from New York (Mr. Cox) did not have
his back pay swept into the Treasury until a very
laic day.
Mr. Cox replied that that, was not so.
Mr. Hale's resolution was adopted, aud the

Speaker remarked that he would consider the res¬
olution us permitting the introduction and relcr-
cnce now ol all bills on the subject.
Under that resolution a large number of bills

on the subject were introduced and referred. Ono
by Mr. Morey, (rep.) of La., and one by Mr. Field,
(rep.) ol Mich., proposed to abolish the pay aud
allowances to members, uud one by Mr. Beck
(dem.) oi Ky.. proposed to prohibit all allowances
lor uio expense of the President's housenoid iu
consideration ol the increased salary ol the Presi¬
dent.
Mr. Cox asked unanimous consent that the

special committee Just authorized have leave to
report at any time.

Mr. X egley, (rep.) of Pa., at first objected, hut
immediately withdrew the objection, reuiurking
that his object was that there should be no inde¬
cent haste in preparing this question on the part
ol tho House.
Mr. Hale ie,marked that his object in having the

matter go to a special committee was tiiat there
should be no indecent haste in the matter.
Mr. Cox said lie had no idea tiiat the gentleman

from .Maine or otners i roposed to postpone action
on this subject. He supposed that both sides oi
the House would join in the desire to get rid of the
subject.
Mr. Negley remarked that the gentleman (Mr.

Cox) had taken all summer to make up his mind
on the subject, aud the House should certaluly have
some time.

Mr. cox.That is not true. (Uproar and excite¬
ment.)
Mr. Neolet.What does the gentleman say ?
Mr. cox.l can convince the gentleman irom

Pennsylvania
The si'eakek called upon the members to come

to oruer.
Mr. Nfglky.'The gentleman from New York

makes a curt reply to me, ana suys that my state¬
ment is untrue, aud now he says lie desires to con¬
vince me. 11 tie addresses uie m the language of
a gentleman 1 will be vety readily convinced it i
made a mistake.
Mr. COX.The gentleman said I took all summer

to put tue money back in the Treasury.
Air. Nkgi.ly.1 judged so from tue reports in the

newspapers, wuieb 1 believe arc always correct on
this subject, il.augnter.)
Mr. Cox.The gentleman should have gone to the

Treasury record.
Alter some further sparring between Messrs.

Cox uud Negley the Speaker said he wished the
House to understand the uttitudc lu winch the
matter was. The resolution merely gave the
Select Committee the right to report at the
earnest, practicable day.that meant under the
rules, 'iins, being a select committee, would
necessarily go to the foot of the committees, and
would be the last lo be called in trie regular
course, ft could not be reached nutil all the
standing committees, with their multiplied uud
various business, bad reported. He bad no doubt
that a very large majority of members desired
some action in this matter. But n he should an¬
nounce tlie s'.anding committees he would thereby
put himseli in league with the one or two gentle¬
men who objected to giving the special com¬
mittee the right to report at any time.
These gentlemen, however, could uot postpone
ad Ion, because tue chair would feel it to be its
duty not to obstruct the report of this committee
by appointing the standing committees, lie would
thus leave this special committee tue only one to
be called, lie tliorelore again submitted the ques¬
tion whether there was any objection to giving
this special committee the l ight to report at aur
time.
No objection was made and the speaker ati-

nouueeu that the select committee won a have the
right to report at any time.

BILLS INTRODffCBD.
The House then proceeded to the call of states

for bills. Under It a very large nunrber of bills,
public and private, were Introduced and reierred
to their appropriate committees. Auiuuit them
were the following:.

B.V Mr. Schumacher, (dem.) 01 N. Y..For a gov¬
ernment building at Brooklyn.
By Mi. 1'arsons, (rep.) oi Ohio, and others.To

repeal the Bankruptcy law.
By Mr. B*ox. (dem.) of Ky.-To repeal the "Iron¬

clad" oath bill: to authorize the pavmcut of half
the import duties in legal tender bills or national
bank bills Instead ol gold; ami for the removal of
disabilities imposed uuuer the fourteenth constitu¬
tional amendment.

l:v Mr. MKltRiAM, (rep.) of N. Y..Authorizing the
Secretary oi the Treasury to loan United Mates
ega tender notes on tno security oi natioual
bonds; also amending the National Banking act

demp1ioi|0r'ZIUir "ee bauk!llK' wltu Practical re-

By Mr. c'ox, of N. Y'..Recognizing Cuban bel¬
ligerency.
By Mi. Kei lev, (rep.) of Fa..For the Improve¬

ment oi the currency.
'Tho following is uio text of this bill:.

An A''t lor the Improvement ot the currenev and the re

suites" U)C debt ot run United
Me it enacted. Ac., That the Amount of United states

notes In .orou'* .unite limited, exoeotas hereitiAlter pro¬
vided loan,0,1AM. ami Ih.it Aiy holder ol said tiEws
presenting but sum not less than S6U or eottc multiple
thereof in tho treasury ot the United States, or any ol 'lie
Assistant treasuries, sfisll receive in exchange therefor
an equal amount of bonds ol the United State-, coupon or
regis .-red, s- may by .sul holder he ,le,ir,..i
bearing interest at the rate ol a 66-lOu per cent
per »nnum. payable seinl-annually. which the ticcretar"

" hereby authorized la prepare and tur.
in all tor that put ant iliat whon anv p< rion *h*il
demand ol the Ircastirer of the butted States, or any
Assistant Treasurer, redemption of said bonds, It shaft
lie tlie duty ot said treasurer, or Assistant troasurer to
pay tit United Ntales notes the principal of such bond er
bonds with the accrued interest, ana cancel and for
ward the bonds thus redeemed to the treasurer of the
United state- lortitwith, in sucu manner as the satre-
tary may prescnue

nKcrioN l. I list the Secretary of the Treasnry shall cause
to he prepared I lilted states notes ot the several denomi¬
nations now In use to the amount ol lAO.Oiw una which
shall be held as a reserve or redemption fund for' the
Purpose ot securing prompt payment ol said bonds when
demanded ; and the United states notes so held In reserve
shall be u«.'.i nly wheu needed lor the payment of said
bonds on their presentation, and shall he withdrawn and
placed again In reserve outol any United States notes
not otherwise appropriated, rec. Ived by the Treasury
Department thereatter, and the whole amount of United
Mates notes received by the t reasury iiunariment in ex-

tiff lor """l bonds, hearing t t>A-lO<l per cent interest,
snail be appropriated and applied by itie secretary of
tne i reasury as rnpldlv ns practicable to the pur. base or

[ft! '..'."iV.1"" M"A bonds of the I lilted Mates out-uud
nig ill the OKssaye ot tin- aet.

J. llial the nalion... huukt art In rtb- authorised

to no Id .aki heads tearing 3to-no per cent int.r*«t In-
M'-tt'i »f Uie reserve oi Uuited tuu>« notes. now required
by law.
Hy Mr. A i.RKifiiiT (rep.) of Pa., ami others.Re¬

lating to tiie tree transmission by mail of news¬
papers aud periodicals.
By Mr. Nk<;i.ky, of Pa..To amend the Steam¬

boat Passenger act; to improve the harbor of Pitts¬
burg, Pa.; lor a murine Hospital and otber public
buiidinvh at. Pittsburg.
by Mr. Ranuall, of Pa..To prohibit the pay¬

ment or mterest by national banks; to amend tue
Natioual banlany act and to reimburse distillers
their outlays tor spirit meters.
By Mr. Lkach, (deui.) of N. C..To restore the

franking privilege.
By Mr. Mohky, of La., and Cain, (rep.) of 8.

0..Supplementary to the Civil Rights bill.
By Mr. 11 i'ntait, (rep.) or Intl..Authorizing the

Secretary o> the Treasury to put in circulation the
residue or the $44.ooo,ooo reserve by purchaaiug
government, bonds therewith.
By Mr. Hawlky, <r«-p.) «r lib.To regulate com¬

merce among the several h ates by ranroads.
Also lor a canal connecting the waters oi Lake

Michigan and the Illinois, Mississippi and Rock
rivers.
By Mr. ffiuw*, of Ind..Declaring the true

intent aud meaning oi the Paciilc Railroad acts. It
prohibits the approval by the President oi auy de¬
partment of a map presented by tue central brunch
oi the Union Pacific Railroad Company lor an exten¬
sion ol the road oi the company from its present West¬
ern terminus to the loutn meridian. Us object is to
prevent tins company lrotti procuring a subsidy ot
lands and bonds for a distance ot about 260 miles.
It declares that under existing legislation the com¬
pany has no right to tue subsidies sought to be
procured by the approval ot tue map.
by Mr. Parker. (rep.) of Mo..For the territorial

organization oi Oklohomo.
For public buildings at M. Joseph, Mo.
By Mr. Wells, (hem.) oi Mo..For the improve¬

ment oi the Mtssissii pi Kiver between the month
of the Ohio and the Missouri.
f By Mr. ConokKj (rep.) of Mich..To promote im-
migraatIon to the Uuited States.
by Mr. Kasson, (rep.) of Iowa.To secure to

actual settlcis the public lands of the United
btat,oh not otherwise appropriated or reset ved. To
repeal certain laws relating thereto, and to lree
the national domain irom speculative use on and
alter the 4th of July, 1876. Also to assuie the
transportation ot malls on rallrouds.
By Mr. Mockaky, (rep.) oi Iowa.Concerning In¬

ternational arbitration.
By several members.Bills for a canal around

Niagara Falls and other directions. Also uills tu re¬
peal the Bankrupt act; with reierence to the tree
circulation ot weekly newspapers; in regard to
pensions and bounties; relating to Indian affairs;
lciating to public education.
By Mr. Klndall, plein.) of Nov..To require uni¬

form charges on railroads, and to pun.sh unjust
discrimluat.on in luvor of or ugaiust particular
persous or places.
By Mr. Butlkb, (rep.) of Mass.-To provide for

the just and equitable distribution of the Cenc\a
award.
Also to repeal the law prohibitiugfpromotions In

the Ordnance Department.
By Mr. Harris, (dem.) of Va..For the reconipn-

tation oi the accounts between the United Mates
and the several States growing out of the war of
1812.
Propositions to amend the

BU1.ES OP TIIK HOUSE
were made, and referred to the Committee ou
Rules, as loliuws:.
by Mr. Garfield, (rep.) of Ohio.That when

Iluuse bills come back to the House with senate
amendments points ol order maybe made in the
House against sucli amendments whenever they
seem not germain to the subject matter ot the bill,
or wuen such amendments contain an appropua-
tion not authorized by law.
By Mr. Lawrence, (rep.) of Ohio.That no bill

shall contain more tuan one subject, to be ex¬
pressed in its title; iliut the report oi a committee
of conference shall be divisable, and that no gen¬
eral legislation shall be engrailed ou an appropria¬
tion bid by a committee oi conference.
By Mr. Poland, (rep.) oi Vt..That all resolutions

calling mr luionnaiioii irom tue President., or irom
auy department, shall first be referred to some
appropriate committee lor a report as to the ne¬
cessity aud propriety of making such call; such
committee to report thcteon without delay, and to
be authorized to report at any time; that, when¬
ever any resolution or proposition Is ottered by a
nu mber for an investigation by a committee relat¬
ing to the conduct or action oi any meuiucr or auy
officer or department of tnc government, such
resolution or proposiliou shall be reierred to some
appropriate standing committee lor a report,
woollier there is reasonable and probable cause
for such investigation, aud the member offering it
shall appear beiore such committee and state all
the knowledge and information he lias on the sub¬
ject, toe committee to be authorized to report at
any time.
By Mr. Moeey. of La..To add to the regular

standing committees of the House u committee on
the Mississippi levees.
By Mr. Cuburn (ren.), of Ind..That the Com¬

mittee on Appropriations be divided into five or
moie committees aud consolidated with tue Com¬
mittees oil tue Expenditures, sucli newly lormed
committees to be invested witn power to report
appropriations aud to luvcstigate into the accounts
aud expenditures in the fullest manner.
By K. H. RoBEgrs, of N. V..that the call of

States ou Monday lor bills be made by calling ihcin
alphabetically, and that each member shall have
the right once ouiy to move to suspend the rules.
Mr. Kkliajqu, (rep.) ol Conn., offered a resolu¬

tion directing the special committee on the reduc¬
tion ol salaries to investigate the actual amount
paid to members of the last Congress lor salaries,
mileage, stationery .and other allowances. Re¬
ierred to the special committee.
The Speaker announced the special committee

as lollows:.Messrs llale, of Me.; Muynurd, of
Tenn.; Kasson, o. Iowa; iscofleld. of Pa.; Hale, of
N. V.; Nlbiack. oi Ind., and Jewett, of Ohio.
The House then, at hall-past two, adjourned, the

Speaker stating that he would announce the stand¬
ing committees to-morrow.

AN HISTORIC CYCLONE.

A scientific friend, Mr. P. H. Jahneke, of St.
Thomas, Went Indies, sends us ttie follow in? highly
interesting history of the great October storm,
which our readers will remember. According to
Mr. Jahneke'a laborious investigations its pro¬
gressive velocity was 3oo miles per day up to the
2d of October, and then increased to 400. Scien¬
tists and the pnbllc generally will find the data
extremely instructive:.
This cyclone had its origin to the west of the

island of Martinique, 011 the 25th September, ult.,
and its principal cause was the contact of the
equatorial current or southerly wind wltn the
polar current or trade wind. From the beginning of
September up to the 25th the southerly winds
were steady and predominant.' On the 20th and
27tii in St. Thomas it showed itself as a steady,
hard-blowing trade wind, east by north, with a
steady barometer, l-loo below its medium for tine,
serene weather. The steamer Kibe, from Jamaica
for St. Thomas, ran through It on the 27th south 01
St. Domingo; barometer, lowest, 29.90; had east-
northeast winds, with heavy squalls; 28th Septem¬
ber, at leu A. M., wind shifted suddenly to south¬
east in a heavy squall and severe thunder and
lightning: after lfi minutes'duration it moderated,
sky cleared otT (tins is to all appearance); that
she passed through a strong current of trade
wind, and not a cyclone, or her barom¬
eter would have fallen greatly: its fall in
all was l-20tti of an inch. The cqnatorial
must have pressed tue polar current towards
the high land in IIayrI. Jacmel sintered dreadfully.
Ail ships 111 the nariior capsized, sunk and on
shore, it bappcued 011 the 28th, between the hours
of nine and ten A. M.; it lasted no longer than one
and a half hours; not a house on snore was left stand¬
ing; it ran over the peninsula west of tnat town;
the high mountain caused a deluge of rain, in Ja¬
maica as well as tu the island of Cuba, and the dia¬
meter of the cyclone was contracted by the east
end of Cuba; hut it enlarged again, proceeding
west, passed over Yucatan, ran into the Gulf of
Mexico and had its culminating point to the north
ol Vera Cruz, where the diameter got so enlarged
that it almost covered the whole Gull. liut 011 the
Mexican coast it was so inflated that it showed it¬
self in the lorm or a norther, according lo the re¬

port of the steamer Corsica, who weathered at
Vera Crnz. Alter turning, It had an easterly direc¬
tion from the Quit 01 Mexico to Florida. This must
have been caused by the polar current which was
sweeping down to the Mississippi Valley, alter It
had passed Florida; soutuwest or equatorial cur¬
rent gave it a northeaatei Iv direction and curried
it into the Atlnntic Ocean. The wind was not strong
at Havana, but the sea has done a great deal of
damage.

CHURCH DEDICATION.
Last ntgnt the new Presbyterian church, coruer

of Lorimer and Noble streets, Greenpotnt, was

dedicated to Divine service. After the doxology
and a selection from the Psalms, the Kev. T. L.
Cnyler, D. D., delivered a very impressive dis¬
course. The pastor, the Kev. William Howell
Taylor, then gave a historical statement of the
church, alter which the services were concluded
by prayer and benediction. The church was or¬

ganized in 1809, with a society of 18 members,
and services have been given regularly sltice in a

temporary edifice. The new edifice is a substan¬
tial brick and stone structure, and has cost about
140,000, winch has been collocted principally by
weekly contributions of the church members.
Next Monday evening General O. <>. Howard, of

the Freed ineu's Bureau, at Washington, will de¬
liver a lecture on 'The Campaign and Battle of
Gettysburg," the proceeds 01 which will be lor tlio
benefit of the Sunday school.

BUILDINO ACCIDENTS.
Cincinnati, Dec. 4, 1873.

A large screw factory, foor stories high, at Day¬
ton, was blown dowu by the gale early this niorn-

uig.
WORCMTKm Dec. 4, 1873,

A part of a wall of Gross, Strauss k Co.'s brick
buudmg. in nroccss of erection opposltu tho City
llall, fell at five o'clock this morning.
The low building adjoining, occupied by C. Gor-

haiuACo.'s music store, was completely crushed.
Loss, several thousand dollars.

ART MATTERS.
?

Something New at the Metropolitan Mu¬
rrain of Art.

It ts pleasant to know that the managers of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, tu Fourteenth street,
seek to enhance ttie attractiveness of its already
valuable contents. Preparations are now making
for the enaconccoient there of a large collection of
arms of every age and nation. This collection em-

brace%Dot less than 5,000 pieces, and Is the prop¬
erty 01 M. H. Cogniat. of No. 20 East Fourteenth
street, a French gentleman, wno has resided in
New York for the last thiry years, and who la a

very Intelligent ana enthusiastic collector of an¬

tiquities of this kind, having spent the whole ttrue
wulch we have sp«cltieU In their pursuit. Almost
every coucelvaOle weapon known to wariare uur-
ing the Mldde Ages finds representation, and in
addition there are a valuable collection
of seals and coins, some wonderful jewel
boxes of the timo of Louis Quatorze and
a store of miscellaneous antiques such as
none but a patient gleaner oi archaeological
wheat would have acquired. Tne entire assem¬
blage will be ready lor exhibition within a very few
days. Among articles that might be specialized
are halberds, rapiers, arequebu.-Hes, helmets, pow¬
der horns and steel caskets of the fifteenth, six¬
teenth and seventeenth centuries; arbaiets on
wheels, from the eleventh to the sixteenth cen¬
tury, similar to that shown in Backalowlcz'a
"Court oi lienri HI.," lately put up for sale In this
city; pistols of the seventeenth cenfury, swords
of the time of Louis Treize and Louis Cjuatorze, re-
poustfe metal dishes, old Rouen faience, majolica,
sevres, tiles from the principal chateaus of France,
Persian and African arms, Indian kulcknacks;
dirxs. uaggers and panels. it is by such accretions
as this, winch possess intrinsic worth, historical
associations, Ionian tic blending* and artistic
beauty that the museum most hope to continue
prosperous. It !h a collection the Museum ought to
uossusa, not boriow.

Another Album for Thiers.
It will be remembered that a few weeks ago a

California album of great beauty aud magnificence
was forwarded to M. Thiers. Every one who In¬
spected that album, which was a miracle of art
aud richness, will be Interested in hearing that
another, not less costly, Is now preparing m this
city, and will probably be completed within a fort¬
night. It will contain forty pages on vellum, each
page being bordered with an elaborate arabesque
and containing over 5 t names of Fiench residents
in this city. There will be over 2,000 names In all.
Tne frontispiece ts one oi the most, splendid
specimens ol illumination that we have ever seen,
and Uas been executed by one oi the most
deit artists in that line In tne United .States. The
design is em ileinatic, and bears referonco to the
ship ol state, propelled towards her proper harbor.
One or two original poems and addresses occur*at
appropriate intervals, and bear reference to the
agony through which France has lately passed.
The entire testimonial will cost somewhere in the
neighborhood ol (2.000. one great beauty in the
California album was its covers. Those ot the
New York ottering will be not less tusteiul aud
costly; indeed from what we can understand,
they will be more so. As yet Hie work is too in¬
complete lor us to g.ve a more elaborate descrip¬
tion.

Brooklyn Art Association.
The twenty-seventh reception of the Brooklyn

Art Association will be held next Monday evening
lu tne Art Building and Academy oi Music of mat
city.

PALESTINE EXPLORATION.

Important Movement to Illuminate Bib¬
lical History.

The reader Is doubtless aware or the existence In
this city or the Palestine Exploration Society, of
which Prolessor Roswell D. H.tchcock, I). D., LL.P.

i
Is President. This society has had an expedition
in the field, during the last season, engaged in a

thorough scientific survey of the country east of
the Jordan. Lieutenant Eagar Z, Steever, Jr.,
United States Army, commanding expedition, leit
Belrfit, Syria, last March, and from that time until
September was engaged in active field work.
Moab was reached the Utter part ol March and
the camp soon established at IlesbOn, the ancleut
Heshbon of the Bible. A base line five miles In
length was measured in the desert ten miles east-
southeast of HesbOn, and the stirrouuding country
covered with a network oi triangles. Over ouo square
miles have been triauguluted and the details oi 500
square miles filled in, together witn the hill shad¬
ing. The whole has been done on the scale of a
mile to an inch and in the same manner as that
pursued by the English engineers In Western Pal¬
est,ne, where they have been at work over two
years, so tuat the maps of ttie two expeditions can
be joined together and make one harmonious
whole. This grand undertaking, if carried through
to completion, will give us an accurate, detailed
map oi Palestine from Dan to Beersheba and lr< m
the Mediterranean to B.iieah. A number of inter¬
esting ruins were visited and ni< usuremenfs of
tnelr plans, architecture, Ac., taken. Several
lii-w inscriptions have been found und copies
and squeezes made, some of which aic now on
their way to this country. Proiessor Paine has
caremily examined the sites of Nebo and Pisgah,
aud has prepared a voluminous report oil the iden¬
tification of these lnterestlugiolblicai localities. In
addition to the regular work tuc whole country
east of the Jordan and from the Zerka Main to Da¬
mascus was gone over and a reconnaissance made
oi the route travelled. On Lieutenant Meever's
return to Beirut he presented to the Advisory Com¬
mittee the maiis and draw ings then in progress,
and he was recommended to make an Immediate
return to the United states to lay before the Ex¬
ecutive Committee ot the society a true represen¬
tation of the magnitude of the work, its import*
anee and the necessity of the reorganization ol the
expedition on a larger scale.

Tlir Meeting To-Nlght.
Lieutenant Stecver arrived in this city last

month, and, in consequence, the society have called
a public meeting tor this evening (Friday, Decem¬
ber 6), at eight o'clock, at Association Hall, corner
Fourth avenue and Twenty-third street, under the
auspices of the American Geographical Society,
Cnief Justice Daly presiding.
Addresses wdl be delivered by Chief Justice Daly,

Professor Hitchcock; Lieutenant hteever, I'nlted
States Army; Rev. Dr. Adams, hev. Dr. Washburn
and other distinguished gentlemen. Tickets (.ree)
can oe had of Randolph, "70 Broadway, and at the
hud. It is hardly necessary to call the attention
01 the public to the importance oi this enterprise
and the desirability oi lumping tne society in a
substantial way to carry out successiully its ob¬
jects.

MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC NOTES.
Miue. Nilsson is studying the role of Elsa in

"Lonengrln."
Mr. Fechter's engagement at the Lyceum Theatre

begins next Thursday evening.
Mrs. Seott-Siddons gives a matinCe recitation at

Association Hall on Saturday. Master Henry
Walker presides at the piano.
During the spring season of the Strakosch com¬

pany in New York "Lohengrin" and "Romeo e
Giuletta" will be brought out in grand style.
Mr. Louclcault's new play, wnich Is to be pro¬

duced at Wallack's Theatre In a tew weeks, is high
comedy,*'and it is believed will prove one of the
most acceptable of the new pieces this season.
The Amateur Philharmonic Society, a musical

organization lounded on the principle of the vener¬
able Philharmonics of this city, will give a concert
at Irving Hall on Saturday evening, with an orches¬
tra of 60.
The reason of the falling of the curtain at the

Fifth Avenue on the opening night before the close
of the second act is very amusing. iAdy' Keating
touched her "gong," and mistaking It for his bell,
the man at the ropes 1st the curtain drop. The
play was then begun over again with the same
result.

CANAL NAVIGATION.
Albany, N. Y. Dee. 4, IH73.

commissioner Fay telegraphs to Auditor Dayton
from Rochester that he will be able to take caro of
all boats on tuo Western Division of the Erie
Canal.
Commissioner Berkeley telegraphs from Fort Ed¬

ward that unless there la a heavy thuw navigation
on the Cbamplain t anal will not be resumed.
Franklin Edson, President of tne New York Pro¬

duce Exchange, telegraphs that if the state au¬
thorities will keep the water on and the locks clear
of tee a very large proportion oi tne boat* now on
the Erie Canal will be got through to lido water.
The canal at Nprakuer's Aqueduct is filled with

ice from the creeks In the vicinity breaking up.
Commissioner Stroud telegraphs from Syracuse

that the superintendents have ocen instructed not
to draw the water from the canal.

A FESTIVE FIGHT.
Philadelphia, Dec. 4, 1873.

In a tight at a ball at the corner of spring Gar¬
den and Broad streets laat night .Tames Campbell
was shot turough tho lungs, and Alfred Johnson
and 'Miarles Simmons were badly cut. The diin-
cnlty arose from a quarrel between two rival
gangs of youug rowdies. A number oi the combat¬
ants have becu arrested.

MECHELLA REPRIEVED.
Governor Parker Grants a Respite for
Plve We«kt~The Preparation* for the
Kxeeatlon Complete.A Peep Into Cell
No. Si.
To-day Mechella was to expiate nis deed of blood

on the gallows at Jersey city. The machine of
death waa erected yesterday and all preparations
were complete. Kberlff Keinhardt transferred his
office to the parlor In the County Jail, not merely
to be on hand In case of any emergency, but to
escape the swarm ot morbid sightseers wno desired
passes to witness the execution. The Jail was sur¬
rounded by a crowd that seemed to hear music In
the sound of the hammer within the Jail yard. The
deputy appointed to complete the arrange¬
ments and to superintend the execu¬
tion took np his position In the jail
yard and posted the carpenters on this new
branch of business, at least to tlicm. As this per¬
sonage was photographed In the Hbralu in con¬
nection with au execution at the Tombs not one

yeur ago it is only necessary to remark that he
was the same fancy, dapper little fellow, trimmed
nplna holiday attire, with a heavy black muB-
tache ornamenting a handsome face.handsome,
at all eveuts, in the distance.sporting an Astra¬
khan collar, and looking altogether the type or a

gentleman who would create a flutter among the
tender sex at a fashionable gathering, Gazing on
such a man, and thinking of the execution.
the quenching out of human lite by a
violent death, the two upright posts supporting a

cross beam and all the terr.ble associations which
the grouping conjures up. one feels in spite of him¬
self in the wood of the m Manchoiy Dane when lie
iounU solace In the thought that .There are wore
tilings in heaven and earth, lioratio, than are
dreamt of in your philosophy."
Within tne walls, stretched on a nnllet In ceil No.

'J, <>u the ground Poor, lay the murderer, not sleep¬
ing.there was no lime tor sleep.but counting
the seconds witn his arms and leg- in alternate
motion to relieve the miud. Tne ringing oi the
Court House bell lor luucu, at one o'clock, startled
i.hi. und he heeded attentively the con¬
versation ol the keepers and visitors out¬
side Ins door when they observed that wnen
that beii tolled lor one o'clock next day
he would be cold in death. His eyes were sunken
and glassy, ids whine demeanor was subdued, and
now and i lien could be detected In tne changing
lines that chased each other over his f«ot the
agony ol his soul. He would, If he could, ding
thought to the winds, but tuought weighed lam
down like a millstone. Mike U'Hrleii, the special
deputy 111 charge, gave a long look at the wretched
man through tne bars, then turned, and, with a
snake oi tne head, remarked, "mat's the way he
has been all night ; he knows well lie's got to go;
he's no fool, ass >me people would make lain out."
tlike had hardly hmsned this seuteuce when
Mechella cried out, "Uoleece, boeeee; prtng me
some prandy." -There it is again, yuu see," said
Mike; "ne is calling lor whiskey und brandy all
Hie time. He would ask nothing more thau to
have plenty of it til. the last moment."
boring this time Governor Parker was holding a

coniereuce with a lew sentimentalists down town,
having come on irom Freehold lor tne purpose.
One week ago the Governor stated to a Hkkald
reporter he saw 110 grounds to grant a reprieve,
and the Court oi Pardons were unauiiu >us in re¬
fusing a commuta'ion. At the instance ol a sin til
conclave, tne Governor gianted a respite, so that
the execution will not take place till the oth of
January. Nobody in Jersey City clamors
lor the murderer's blood, but the verdict or ttie
community is that the murder was most cold¬
blooded, deliberate and atrocious, and tuat if ever
there were a case demanding speedy punishment
this was one. The only ground on which the
respite was claimed was that Mechelia is not in a
proper condition, religiously considered, for death.
Not a word was said by tne. petitioners about rais¬
ing n dollar for the widow and orphans ol tiie mur¬
dered man. The Insanity ptea was shivered to
atoms long ago, so that it was deemed inexpedient
to offer it again.
Sheriff Keinhardt was officially notified of the

reprieve last evening. He says toe vigilance over
Hie prisoner will be nowise relaxed, and the gal¬
lows w id leinain stand,ug in the jail yard.

SEQUESTERED SHARKEY.

The District Attorney In a Quandary-
Will He Vie Mrs. Allen's Evidence 1

The rumor concerning Mrs. Sarah Allen turning
State's evidence has assumed more definite pro¬
portions. she lias intimated to one of her counsel
that site wished to make certatu statements in re¬

gard to the matter, and these statements have
been laid before the District Attorney. It is said,
however, that the District Attorney is not very
anxious to use her as a witness, as her evidence
would not, under tue circumstance*, stand well
beiore a jury. She had been a witness in the case

of "Wes" Allen, and tried to prove an alibi, but her
testimony and character were then rlddlea to pieces
by the District Attorney himself.
In regard to Sharkey's escape it Is now pretty

certain that it bad been concocting lor at least three
months, and he had also made an attempt before,
but was not successful.
About two mouths go Warden Johnson was

summoned from his house in Carmausvllle In the
middle of tue night by a despatch -a\ lug mere was
a revolt in the pilsou. He came down about three
o'clock in the morning, and found the cells 01 Wil¬
liam Martin, who was charged with rape, and
Henry Wiley, alias Short, wuo was arrested for
being connected with the burglary on which
"Wes" Alicu was convicted, luil 01 ropes
and burglarious lm plenum rs. It was
tue inteution to open the cell doors,
pass along to the top tier, make the ascent to the
rool and thence let themselves down to the street.
Slurkey was, it is authoritatively stated, in this
plot; but there was notuing at the tune lound In
fals cell to give any evidence ol it. 8tnce his escape,
however, it has been discovered that the bars of
his cell door had been sawed and were ready at
any time to be displaced. This may have l>ecu
done at the time ol the attempt made by Martin
and Wiley or since. At that nine Martin and Wiley
wcie transierred to the condemned cell, but, sin¬
gular, to relate on being brought to General Ses¬
sions and tned they were both discharged.
Mrs. Alien, Maggie Jourdan and ex-Keeper

Lawrence Philips were brought down to Court
yesterday morning to be reindicted, as some mis¬
take had been made in the last one lound against
them. Matrgie J ordan looked somewhat down¬
hearted yesterday, and not b.v any means as Wythe
as usual. 8he tried hard to speak to the woman
Allen, but was not allowed to, under special in¬
structions from the District Attorney. Keeper
Rlclmrd Finnan is not included ia the new indici¬
um ut.

THE BRITTOf l\VEST.GATIO\.

Fourth Day's Proceedings Before tlie
Governor's Commission.

The investigation touching the charges preferred
by the Committee 01 "Fifty" ugaiust District At¬

torney Rritton. of Kings county, was resumed yes¬
terday oefore Mr. Cadwaliader, of the Commission
appointed by the Governor to take testimony in
the case. General Tracy appeared for Mr. Britlon.
The charge investigated was that ol the litigation
in which John G. Billings was employed as counsel
for Charles and George Gardner and Messrs. Ber¬
tram and Cook. The clients of Mr. Billings alleged
that they bad been swindled out of $40,ixxi
by one Gilbert Kisbeck, who was a

client of Mr. Britton's. The counsellor
testified that he called upon Mr. Brtt-
1011 in relation to the case, and thought-that
the District Attorney did not treat bun very cour¬
teously and they bad some words, when Mr. Brtt-
ton said that they were (meaning witness'
clients) all a set of scoundrels. Witness told Mr.
Brltton that he-thought Kisbeck was guilty of
perjury and should be indicted, .subsequently his
clients were, upon their owu admission, Indicted
tor conspiracy. Cook and Gardner are uow in jail
in New Jersey.
Mr. Levi Faron. chief elerk of the District Attor¬

ney's office, testified ibat a bench warrant, had
been Issued against Risbeek, upon the direction of
Mr. Button, but the officer hail been unablo to
hud him. Gardner had also been sent for, ,

l'he charge of not Investigating the election
fraud cases, which was made bv a local weekly
sueet, now extinct, against the District Attorney,
was taken up. The proprietor of the paper In
question, Mr. Amos Stlllman, testified as to his ap¬
pearing before the Grand Jury, and also that three
civil suit.'- were commenced against Mr. Richards
and wituess by Mr. Britton. The suits are Htm
pending. The remarks on the Keenan case wero
also a cause id the alleged libel. Witness testified
that Juuge Moore suid he held the sentence over
Mr. Keenan because he thought tt would be better,
and would secure nisgood behavior lu the future,
but If the Grand Jury desired him to do Bo he would
sentence him then.
The prosecution will close their case to-morrow.

The investigation will be resumed at Samuotla' As-
sembly Rooms at noon to-day.
HEAVT GALE AND FLOOD AT BUFFALO,

Buffalo, Dec. 4, 1873.
A terrific southwest gale has prevailed here

since early morning, causing the water on Lake
Erie to back np in the harbor higher than for the
last 'JO years. Many stores and tenement houses

in the lower part of the city were flooded in the
basements and ground floors. Fart of toe Niagara
Falls branch of the central Runway on the river
side ol the city was washed away, causing the
trains to travel b.v the eastern branch. But little

damage, so far, has been reported. J he wan

rclri'utmg niDtdlv.

A FEARFUL ACCIDENT.
Fall of a Four Story Building,

from its Own Weight,
in Passaic, N. J.

Two Prominent Gentlemen
the Victims.

Qrcat Excitement and Indignation of the
Citizens -Miraculous Escape of Work¬

men . Who Is to Blame ?

A must appalling accident.appalling, not from
lie number of lives lost so much as from the char¬

s' ter of the catastrophe and the prominence of the
gentlemen who came to an end as sudden, as
cruel and as untimely as revolting-occurred yes¬
terday in the picturesque ami sedate town or Pas¬
saic, on the line of the Krie Hail way. in the Slate
of New Jersey, The accident spread a feeling of
Intense horror, gloom and Indignation over the
people of Passaic, and for hours alt*"? de-
tails of the terrible disaster became known
the greatest excitement prevailed among
all classes, and hundreds of persons Hocked to the
scene and gazed with terror-stricken countenances
on the mass of dfibris and scattered timber.
At between twenty and ten minutes of twelve

o'clock yesterday an lnuqpnpleted three story and
French roof building, situated on the corner of
Main avenue and Washington place, trembled,
creaked and toppled, and, with a trcmuudous
crash, tumbled to the grouud, a heap of ruins. The
sound of the timber and what brick and mortar
there was used in the construction, as it came to
the earth, was described, by those who happened
to be in the Immediate vicinity or the disaster, as

re-enabling that of an immense land slide.
the structure

was erected directly opposite the depot of the
Erie Railway, ona door iroin the town Post, Office
and in the most populous part of Passaic, where
numbers of pedestnaus have hourly to pass and
repass to and iro, and though only two lives were
lost, it seems most miraculous that many additional
human beings were 110: sacriflced to the par-imouv
of a capitalist.

TIIS TWO GENTLEMEN KILLED
were named George W. McLean, one 01 the Oity
t ouncil of Passaic, and a gentleman universally
esteemed lor the possession of many excellent
qualities, and Mr. William Barclay, a resident of

^!e 01 Mr. J. f. Barclay, 01 Pas-
HjiiL. mi, McLean w as oue o. the loreinoh t men in
the placo when the accident occurred, lie was of
the flrm of A. .v McLean, manufacturers oi col
ton labrtcs until recently, the lactory of which
flrin was in Water street, Patersou. He
was one of tue first CouncUmen oi
tue city of Passaic, a leading man
in every public improvement and much respected
for his honesty uiid integrity oi character. Um
residence, one of tue handsomest in the uetghbor-
hoo I. was a: the corner of Hloomfleid and Paulisou
avenues, lie leaves a wile to mourn his unex¬
pected demise. The family phvsician of the de¬
ceased, Dr. R. A. Terhune, was the first to commu¬
nicate the sad Intelligence to the widow, first
smoothing the way by telling tier thai
her liusuand had met with a verv serious
mishap, but, finding that, she could not
be restrained from frantically rushing to
the spot, felt compelled to tell the woist at once
but in the gentlest manner possible. The grief and
agony of the lady upon realizing the in i extent of
hei misfortune was beyouo all oouuos, as tuav well
oe supposed.
Mr. Barclay had purchased recently some valu¬

able marsh property on .Lexington avenue, and
visited the place .yesterday iur tiic purpose of
giving out n contract lor the building of a house.
His body was taken in charge by his relatives and
placed in a cotliu preparatory to transportation to
his late abode 111 this city.

miraculous escape.
There were a mason and carpenter at work on

the top cornice 01 the building at tbe time of its
fall and their escape from instant death was
miraculous. They came down with the roof, but
In some manner were thrown outwards towards
the railway track and did not receive very serious
injuries. One 01 them, named Tyler VTcelund, had
two ribs broken and received some contusious on
tiic forehead. A laborer, waose name could not be
ascertained np to a late hour last night was
in thn Mli.r cvv »(,e moment OS »im

Clash, but had presence of mind enough 10 Jump
info the area way, and though surrounded witn
broken timber ano considerably ingbteiiod was re-

I leased finally without having suitered more than
a few scratches about the region of the head.
of course the report of the calamity spread with

tbo speed of the wind, and us soon as the norror-
stricken denizens recovered from their conster¬
nation work was at once commenced to extricate
won I ever persons were thought to be buried
beneath the rums.

the wildest rumors
gained currency, and it was leared that some
8 or 10 citizens were killed and quite us many
wounded. Just before the snell came to tiie earth
Mr. liarclav was passing along in front of the
building on Washington place, a few feet from
Main street, and, seeing Councilman McLean on the
opposite side, crossed over to address htm. Just
as they had passed a irlendly salutation
a Mr. bred. Whitehead, a resident of
I assaic, came up on- his way towards Main
avenue and met them. An instant afterwards a

singular noise attracted the latter gentleman's
attention, and looking up, more iroin Instinct than
anything else, he saw the top of tue building fall¬
ing In. in a twinkling he called to the two de¬
ceased to run and save themselves, while he liim-
seii sprung across tne street just in time to escape
the danger. The warning was too sudden lor
either of the unlortunate men to realize the peril
they were in, ami beiore they could comprehend
tii- situation the structure tell upon them am! ibev
were at once seized in

TilE UAKSH EMBRACE OF DEATH
and buried lrom sight. Bui a moment prior the?
wete in the nappy possession ot mil corporal
health and vigor, and now their bodies were stiff
and mangled and torn and dead. The fire alarm
was mug and a nook and lander company hastened
to the scene. Mr. Whitehead pointed out the soot
where he had last seen his irlends alive, and vigor¬
ous efforts were immediately commenced to clear
away the heavy rubbish. The hooks of the
hook and ladder company were brought into
requisition and in a brier space of time the body of
McLean was reached, it was quite luciess. one leg
was doubled up under the body and the lower limbs
were badly crushed. The lower part of Ins body
was mangled in a frtghtiul way, a large piece of
timber having been driven completely through the
region ol the abdomen, tearing a hole"large enough
to admit of the entrance of a closed hand
and through which tue entrails protruded. A
logo hole was nlso made m his forehead.
Mr. Barclay was discovered only a few
feet distant from his irleud. His body was not so
shockingly bruised, but his head had sustained in¬
juries very similar to those seen oil Mr. McLean's
head. His death must have been immediate
though some assort that his lips were seen to move
a second or two alter lie w as extricated ironi the
rubbish.

OTHER ESCAPES.
Patrick Dowd, an expressman, was driving past

when he heard the warning snout of Whitehead,
lie looked up, saw the danger and sheered his
horse to one side in time to save his life Three
men were digging a cesspool in tuc rear ol the
bunding, but eluded the danger.
The house was in dimension 39 by 73 feet ana

had been in couise oi construction for the du«i
two years. It was ownea bv Mr. Henry Speer. oue
of the wealthiest citizens of l'assaic and who has a
place at No. 9a Chambers street, New York The
bu ding was very high and const meted of exceed
ltigly light Dinners. A great deal of comment tua
been excited about the

FRAIL AND tTMSAFK
F\a,nh°e5.? construction oi the building previous
to the calamity, and many who had examined u

rtnwlfMUnra conviction that it would tumble
down beiore completion or soon after. Coder an

,ma7 esteemed a fortunate
thing that the accident took plate before the work
Had been finished and it was occupied and filled by
people. The girders thut run across the flist floor
were supported by joists tn the cellar,
in size only two Inches oy four. These were set
apart about 24 feet aud about 16 feet
apart in a direct line along the girders. Tnese
gave way under the increased weight ol the build¬
ing, caused by the slate being placed upon tne
French roof, and allowed the whole to sins to the
ground. The work was done under the personal
supervision oi Mr. speer, and or day's work. It
was said by many who professed to have know¬
ledge on the subject that me construction went
lor ward with the meanest economy, and much
severe comment was passed upon the owner by
the Indignant persons who congregated at the
scene of death, and who gazed horror stricken at

i the POOLS OF BLOOD
on the sidewalk, which marked the place where the
victims had lain.
Squire Sjirouis summoned a Jury and surveyed

the dtlbrls. Beiore proceeding to take testimony
it was thought advisable to postpone the inquest
until Saturday ensuing, when a thorough in¬
vestigation will be had and the blame placed where
it should properly rest.
Mr. Speer has been confined to his honse from

Illness for some weeks past, but was interviewed
by the reporter of the Herald. He said that his
tmuding was put up in strict accordance with the
plans and .specifications furnished by his architect,
a Mr. Carpenter, of Broadway aud Chamber*
street, In Mils city. He considered the structure
perfectly sale. t'ussu.itc city is intensely aaitaUn
over the terrible occurrence.

.


